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Dear Sir: 

Because there has been no first Office Action on the merits in the above-identified 
application, Applicants submit, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b), the references as cited on the 
enclosed Form PTO-1449. Also enclosed is a copy of the International Search Report ("ISR"), and 
the "Notification of Transmittal of the International Search Report or the Declaration" that were 
generated in connection with a counterpart foreign application that had been filed pursuant to the 
Patent Cooperation Treaty. A concise explanation of relevance (if any) for the Non-English 
reference is, accordingly, not required. See MPEP § 609.ffl A(3) (8 th ed ). 

This submission is not an admission that any enclosed reference anticipates, or that any 
reference or any combination of references renders obvious, any claim in the above-identified 
application. Nevertheless, the Examiner is requested to consider carefully the complete disclosures 
of the enclosed references (and the ISR-related documents) in connection with the examination of 
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the above-identified application. It is requested that the listed references be made of record and 
included in the "References Cited" portion of any patent issuing from this Application. 

There should be no fee required with this submission. In the event, however, that any fee 
may be due, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to debit our Deposit Account No. 23-0280. I 
thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: October 18, 2002 By: 




Stephen R. Auten 

USPTO Registration No. 47,396 

Wallenstein & Wagner, Ltd. 

3 1 1 South Wacker Drive, 53rd Floor 

Chicago, Illinois 60606-6622 

312.554.3300 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail, postage prepaid, in an envelope 
address€<ftto: Commissioner of Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 on October 18, 2002. 
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